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A PAIR of British holidaymakers being held in 
Peru on drugs smuggling charges had better 
get used to life in a dingy hell-hole prison.

Because while the girls claim they were forced into 
becoming cocaine mules on pain of death, their yarn is 
simply ‘unbelievable’ in the eyes of both cops AND drug 

Weekend Sport, she also 
explains that drug lords 
can still count on an
ever-willing band of 
loyal foreign ‘runners’ to 
ship their cargo to new 
countries.

And it’s not just in
Ibiza where they are
recruiting.

barons in South America.
That’s the view of

top crime writer and
best-selling author
Kathryn Bonella.

She’s written extensively 
about the global trade in 
illegal narcotics, and
has been quizzing her 
well-established contacts 
at the heart of the
Peruvian cocaine trade.

Here Kathryn – who 
penned the best-selling 
books Hotel K and
Snowing In Bali –
explains why any cartel 
worth their salt would 
never dream of coercing a 
tourist into concealing a 
Class A haul.

But, in a jaw-dropping 
and exclusive article for 

girls in Ibiza, Alberto met the drug 
bosses in the drug dens and clubs of 
Bali’s nightclub strip in Kuta.

“You get introduced to the right
people and you go from there,”
says Alberto.

“So they offered me a job to carry 
some drugs and I said ‘yes’ – I wanted 
to make some money. I realised if I 
wanted to stay in Bali there was an
opportunity without having to go
back to work. 

“They organised for me to go to pick 
it up. I realised there were a lot of
people from all different nationalities 
doing this, bringing a lot of stuff, and 
staying here for a long time.

“I needed the money. I was with 
debts, a lot of bills piling up, so I took 
my chance. I crossed the globe, picked 
up this bag with two-and-a-half kilos, 
put it on my back, and then starts the 
Midnight Express movie.”

He, like many other mules, was 
given crucial ‘win-or-lose-your-life’
advice from those who’d hired him.

And, most importantly of all, he had 
to LOOK like a tourist. That meant 
staying in a place for a good two 
weeks, rather than red-flagging
yourself to the authorities with a quick 
turnaround.

As a mule you surf, party, and take 
in the sights – just as Melissa and 
Michaella did when they took happy 
snaps of themselves on the beach and 
hotel balcony, before they travelled
to the famous tourist spots Machu
Picchu and Cuzco. 

Risk
But, no matter how perfectly to 

script the mules behave, there’s
always a risk. It’s part of the game.

And in Peru this risk is drastically
inflated by flying out of one of the 
world’s most notorious drug gateways 
– Lima’s International Airport.

Last year, 248 people were
arrested at the airport on suspicion of 
smuggling drugs, and almost 1,600 
kilos of illegal drugs, mostly cocaine, 
were confiscated in those arrests.

The staff at the airport are trained 
to spot the slightest suspicious
behaviour – a shaky hand, or a bead of 
sweat on the forehead is all it takes.

Local drug boss Andre says this is 
why he trains his traffickers before 
their first run, showing them videos of 
the airports, telling them to stay in the 
shops like normal tourists for as long 
as possible before boarding. He also 
spends time boosting their confidence. 

 “When I’m in Brazil, I bring the 
horse (mule) to the beach,” he said.

“When they come, they are scared, 
new horses are always scared.

“So I put him in the style the guy 
dreams to be in – the best hotel in 
front of the beach, I hire a nice car for 
them for two days. ‘Oh you want to do 
the parties? I know the best place, 
and you will have a VIP pass tonight.’

“So the guy feels good, feels
confident. You need to incorporate this 
personage. ‘Now I’m the man. I’m 
going to my paradise to have my
vacation.’ Forget you have cocaine.” 

decades sending young couriers with 
bags of cocaine from South America
to the party island Bali – Asia’s
equivalent of Ibiza – the story is
simply unbelievable. 

“It’s very difficult to believe,” he 
said. “If somebody forced these
two girls to do something, why
didn’t they say something at the
passport check?” 

And, he says, there are always a line 
of willing runners.

“Almost all the time the ‘mules’ look 

WORKING or playing in a club on the 
party island Ibiza, making the right 
connections, and jumping at the 
chance to make a fast £10,000 on an 
all-expenses paid holiday to South 
America – it’s a story that has become 
something of a cliché.

And having an alibi to pull from your 
sleeve the moment you’re busted is 
also part of the deal. 

Glasgow-born Melissa Reid, 20, and 
Michaella McCollum Connolly, 20, from 
Belfast, were busted earlier this month 
as they checked in at the Air Europa 
desk at Lima Airport, Peru, for a flight 
to Majorca via Madrid.

They had 11kilos of cocaine in
their suitcases…. and were quickly 
spinning a story. 

“I was forced to take these bags in 
my luggage,” says Melissa in a filmed 
police interview shortly after the
arrest, as well as claiming she didn’t 
know the packages contained drugs. 

The rest of their story goes that they 
were kidnapped in Ibiza, where they’d 
been on working holidays, flown to 
Peru at gunpoint and forced by
gangsters to become drugs mules. 

But, according to a Brazilian drug 
boss who has spent almost two
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for the job. The bosses 
don’t need to force
anyone. Also if you 
force, there is more
danger of losing your 
stuff. And to go to Peru 
and back you need to 
want to do it because 
this is a long trip and if 
you don’t want to do it 
mid-flight you can report 
it to the police or family
– the girls’ story
just doesn’t make
any sense.”

The story of coercion 
by threats is a tired
excuse and one
recently used by British 
grandmother Lindsay 
Sandiford, now on death 
row in Bali’s notorious 
Kerobokan Prison for
cocaine trafficking. 

Alberto is another 
South American drug 
runner, whose story
mirrors that of the 
young girls.

He admits that, far 
from being coerced, he 
was keen to go to Peru 
to collect a cocaine 
haul in order to wipe the 
debts clean that he’d 
chalked up while living 
on party island Bali.

Enjoying the good life, 
he’d been racking up 
hotel and restaurant 
bills and when he was 
offered what seemed 
like a quick and easy 
way to get back in the 
black, plus a cool 
£10,000 in cash to 
splash, how could he 
say no? And, like the 

A LORRY driver has 
been jailed for killing a 
couple on the M62 near 
Huddersfield.

Ethen Roberts’ HGV 
toppled on a car taking 
a couple to Manchester 
Airport – seconds after 
he had been distracted 
by a text message.

And a court heard he 
had received and sent 
dozens of texts while 
he had been driving.

Sentencing him, 
Judge Geoffrey Marson 
QC said: “Evidence 
shows you had a habit 
of reading and sending 
messages while driving.

“If ever a case
demonstrated the
obvious danger of
that this is it and the 
danger in doing that 
was obvious and it 
created an avoidable 
distraction.”

Roberts, 44, had 
moved into the middle 
lane to overtake but as 
the road started to rise, 
his vehicle slowed and 
cars on the inside 
began catching up.

One of those was 
driven by Mark 
McHale, from Bishop 
Auckland, who was on 
his way to the airport 
with his wife Tamsie.

The lorry veered
into the McHale’s Audi,
before it jack-knifed 
and fell on the car.

A text had arrived 
one minute 16 seconds 
before the collision. 
Roberts, of Immingham, 
Lincs, was jailed for five 
years three months.

HGV driver 
was texting 
when lorry 

killed couple

WELSH rugby ace and 
broadcaster Cliff Morgan 
has died aged 83.

The sportsman, who 
grew up in a mining family 
in south Wales, played
for Cardiff, Wales and the 
British Lions.

His TV career included a 
stint on Question of Sport 
and commentary duties 
on countless games
including the Barbarians 
against New Zealand in 
1973 when Gareth
Edwards scored.

The try was
accompanied by Morgan 
declaring: “This is Gareth 
Edwards, a dramatic 
start. What a score!”

Morgan suffered a 
stroke when he was 42 
and recently had cancer 
of the vocal cords.

Welsh Rugby Union 
president Dennis Gethin 
said: said: “He was a true 
gentleman.”

TWO men have been
arrested after fighting 
‘like gladiators’. Cops 
found one man armed 
with a sword and the 
other a pitchfork in 
Margate, Kent.

Rugby legend 
Morgan dies

RUCKING HELL

HAPPIER 
TIMES: 
Melissa 

Reid

If those girls   were forced into
it they would   never be that calm
at customs…

AS BRITISH COCAINE MULES FACE    20YRS IN PERUVIAN JAIL, DRUG 
TRADE EXPERT KATHRYN BONELLA    EXAMINES THEIR DEFENCE:
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IN order for a 
deck of cards 
to be mixed 

up properly, it 
should be 

shuffled seven 
times.

COMEDIAN Keith 
Lemon says he found a 
SEX TOY while snooping 
around Atomic Kitten 
Kerry Katona’s house 
for the new series of 
Through The Keyhole!

The ITV1 show,
presented by Sir
David Frost and Loyd 
Grossman until 2004, 
is being re-launched 
with the Celebrity 
Juice star as host.

Lemon, aka Leigh
Francis, takes on
both presenter roles – 
in the studio and 
looking around the 
homes of celebrities.

Asked about some of 
his more interesting 
discoveries, he said: 
“Dirt. Or pee on the
toilet seat. You’d think 
they’d polish it up! We 
don’t show that.

“One person we
recorded was like, 
‘Wow, my house looks 
really good on TV!’ and 
I thought, ‘Yeah, but it 
doesn’t in real life you 
dirty bastard.’

“In the pilot with 
Kerry Katona we found 
a dildo and a vampire 
mask. Some people say 
I can go wherever I 
want, as long as it isn’t 
in the knicker drawer. 

“I normally steal 
something as well. I’m 
collecting sunnies.”

Celebrity dildo 
shocks house 

snooper Lemon

everywhere for somewhere to run. 
Then I decided I’m going to just play 
dumb. I made up a quick story in my 
head: ‘I exchanged my surfboard for 
this bag with a guy, Pablo, and I didn’t 
know the shit was there.’

“I would stick with the story to
the end.”

His contacts had told him that if he 
had a problem, he would need a story 
and stressed on him to keep their 
names out of it. 

“They just told me that if something 
happened, they could not help me if 
they were inside as well. So I would 
have to make up a story, make up 
fake names or whatever.”

But unlike the girls, he didn’t need 
to use it. It turned out that the airline 
simply wanted to ask him to change 
seats so a family could sit together. 
He was upgraded to business.

“I was thinking, ‘Thank you, God, 
I’m never ever going to do this again.’

He breezed through customs,
feeling sheer relief as he walked out 
into the hot Bali sun.

“I went through like a kiddy arriving 
in Disneyland, really happy.”

Although Alberto decided against 
doing more runs himself, his grit in 
the face of a couple of risky moments 
earned him the respect of the bosses, 
who started using him to collect the 
many young people arriving at Bali’s 
airport with bags of blow.

And he says there was no shortage 
of willing people ready to accept the 
risks for an all-expenses paid trip 
across the globe, a holiday on the 
party island and some cash in hand.

“There are a lot of people,
especially young people, if you say, 
‘There is death penalty in Indonesia,’ 
they still say, ‘Yeah, but there’s a lot 
of people still doing it and I can do it 
too.’ But they have no idea the cost 
of that Russian roulette that they are 
going to start playing.”

But for the young women now
languishing in the Peruvian jail, facing 
anywhere between six to 25 years
behind bars, there’s little doubt that 
now they must understand that cost.

Everyday, like okay maybe 14 days 
left. I was on the countdown. So I was 
just, like, surfing everyday, and
drinking and partying, just enjoying 
my last days of freedom. I thought 
that there was a good possibility of 
getting busted – there was a 50-50 
chance of going to jail.”

Alberto says that when D-day finally 
arrived, the contact drove to the hotel 
car park, and handed him the loaded 
backpack – again, similar to CCTV 
footage recently revealed of the girls 
putting bags in a car with two guys 
standing around. 

Notorious
Unlike the two Brits, though,

Alberto decided against flying out of 
the notorious drug-smuggling hub, 
Lima Airport, with all its super-tight 
security, and to take a bus from Lima 
to Santiago in Chile instead, where
he could fly from a city airport with a 
little less scrutiny.

But still, in a heart-stopping
moment, he thought that he was
a goner.

During a transit stop in Buenos 
Aires his name was called over the 
loudspeakers as he stood in line to
re-board the plane. 

“I thought, ‘This is it. I’m gone. Oh 
f***, they found it for sure.’ My
heart was banging. I was looking

Andre has worked for years in the 
game, organising runners to pick up 
cocaine in Peru or Brazil and has been 
headhunted by a Colombian cartel 
moving tonnes of cocaine.

But, aside from the draconian
penalties if busted with a bumper 
haul, he doesn’t agree with the
philosophy of sending dozens of
untrained peasants – who usually 
speak no English and often have never 
been on a plane – to act as mules, as 
is common in many other South
American nations.

Some cartels simply build into
their bottom line the loss of a certain 
percentage of these mules.

But educated westerners who 
agree to do a run for £10,000 or so, 
are what he calls ‘horses’ and this is 
the category the two British girls
fall into.

But even well-travelled and
well-educated horses can lose their 
nerve and get busted.

It was apparently appearing nervous 
that gave the two girls away to Lima 
Airport staff.

No matter how ready a ‘horse’ 
might be when they take the job,
Alberto says that with each passing 
day spent in Peru, pretending to be a 
tourist, his nerves worsened.

“Everyday I was thinking like okay 
maybe I have 15 days left of freedom. 

PARTY GIRL: But fun-seeking Michaella 
(right) and pal Melissa are charged 

with trying to smuggle £1.5m of
cocaine out of South America

PARTY GIRL: But fun-seeking Michaella 
(right) and pal Melissa are charged 

with trying to smuggle £1.5m of
cocaine out of South America

If those girls   were forced into
it they would   never be that calm
at customs…

AS BRITISH COCAINE MULES FACE    20YRS IN PERUVIAN JAIL, DRUG 
TRADE EXPERT KATHRYN BONELLA    EXAMINES THEIR DEFENCE:

languishing in the Peruvian jail, facing 

ONLY IN

THIS
SUNDAY:

SEE
DRUG
GIRLS’
SECRET

INTIMATE
PHOTOS

UNCENSORED


